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Free up sandalwood trade, experts tell govt

Grow The Tree In
Every Courtyard,
I Moily's Advice

TIMES HEWS NETWORK

Bangalore: Is there a erisis in Gand.

hada Gudl temple of sandalwood)as [

Harnataka prides tself Expertsatan
eremhmal seminar here om
Wedmnesday bolisve there s,

“ They cited the increasing instanc- f

" o5 of smuiggling of sandaiwood and
. thesharpdipinitsproductiontoback
, their crisis theory The seminar ‘San-
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Prospects’ was. organkzed by the
Institute of Wood Science and Tech:
notogy (TWSTL
Where did things gowrong? " State
]uwmhi;}mamﬁanf poneern. De-
) spiteopening itup for farmersto grow
+ this eommercially-profitable specles,
apart from forest lands since 2001, the
prohibition on free trade has bean a
bigareaof poncern,said HS Anantha
Padmanabha, forestry consiltant.
“Theonlytreentheworld whichis
sold fn kflograms, sandalwood in its

enie and Technology, was felicitabed af the seminer on sandalwood, i Bangakime cn
Wednesdey, The event discussed the shar dip in the prodoction of sandahwood

smuggled out Farmers inftially
siruggled to grow sandabwood over 4
heightof 1ot but now they're cuiti
vating it successfully The problem
1ies with the state’s policies.” said V
Ramakantha, director, TNST.
Significantly the government of
Karnatakiaretracted thismonopolis
ticpolicyin 201, and Temil Nadudid

vidual entrepreneurs and corporate
bodies. Yet, they retained control at
all levels Farmers in Karnataka
can sl their produee anly to govern:
et Egeneies.

Theexperts hoped the Sandabweod
Protection Bill,thedraftof which was
plaed before the Centre in August
2012, will make 2 difference. They felt
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Don't mix politics, preservation

We are examining the Kasturirangan
repart. Do not mix politics with the
preservation issue. The Western
(Ghats has to be preserved and
fiorest preservation cannot be
compromised, butat the same time
we have to take into account the

SO oorehesions of pelfrm hesi

affected states, We cannot take away
velihood options ofthelocals thre.

Unfios minister forpetrolenr and nat-
tural gae, environment and forests M
Veerappa Mollysaid he would writeto
thie statechief minister torestors san-
dalwood's ‘roval stafus.

Sandalwood needs to be growa o
every courtyard in Karnatakaif it has
to be revived, the minister safd. “San
dalweeod policies havebeen iheralized
buut still mot taken us anywhers W
need to-dake & reloak at the existing
policies,” sabi Molly

Hepointed out that in recent years,
Elerala has been able to successflly
amt sanﬁalmi smuggiing and
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